
READ         The News
 

While the traits of a mentor are important and produce long-
lasting effects, they really are quite simple by nature. They fulfill
the basic needs of care, time, and dedication. They serve as a
positive influence strong enough to provide a roadmap for
another’s life; assist in setting goals to strive towards; give
motivation for the present; and put smiles on faces that can last a
lifetime. 

My challenge to you is to not only increase your awareness of your
positive influence on those around you in your daily life, but to
consider taking extra time to mentor a complete stranger…a child
who needs you. As you read together, your presence, dedication,
and care will shine through your words and actions. You will not
only contribute to increasing their reading skills and joy of
reading, but you will give them a reason to believe that others care
about them, provide motivation to achieve, and set a standard of
traits they may one day emulate to another. It gives you the
opportunity to pass on what you learned from someone who was a
mentor to you.

Thank you, Dad, for your example, every minute of time you gave
to me throughout my life, being my mentor, and so much more…
let me honor you by sharing those same gifts with others.
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From the Desk of the Director
are incredibly sad and miss him every single day, I can’t help but
be grateful for the gifts that he gave while he was here; not just as
my dad, but as my mentor. Though there are many more
characteristics and stories to share, the bottom line is that he was
there for me. He was present. He was intentional. He was
authentic. He was patient. He was faithful. He listened. He smiled.
He understood. He encouraged. He gave. He laughed. He cared. 

Following his footsteps,,

Cynthia A. Pape, Director/President
Dedicated to the memory of Roger C. Winterstein

According to Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary, the
definition of a mentor is “a trusted counselor or
guide”, including the synonyms, “coach, counsel,
guide, leader, pilot, shepherd, or tutor.” Over the
last few years I’ve encouraged many people to take
on the role of a mentor, but today I’d like to tell you
about mine.

My dad was someone I spoke with on a daily basis throughout my
entire life. Though he had many, I would say his greatest gift was
listening no matter how long it took to share a story or problem, with
only a few seconds of distraction if a Detroit Tiger’s game was on in
the background. He would nod, add comments or wise advice, share
encouraging words, raise his eyebrows in a way that would keep me
on the right track, or gently share a measured comment to give
perspective. He would ask questions and show his interest even if the
topic was being rehashed or brought up again with new details for
the tenth time. He was my dad, but a dear friend all at once.

Growing up I witnessed his exceptional work ethic, willingness to
help others (especially his family), and friendly personality. As a
mailman for many years, not only did he know everyone on his
routes, but they knew him, too, filling our counters with cakes,
cookies, and candies every Christmas. He attended every school,
music, or sporting event for my sister and me as well as his
grandchildren; visited his parents daily; maintained a well-
manicured yard; served on church and school boards; visited with
shut-ins; mentored children at the school where I taught; and
showed a true example of love and devotion to our family, especially
to my mom when she became ill. He truly possessed a servant’s heart.

The day before this past Thanksgiving, my dad passed away while
holding our hands, leaving a gaping hole in our hearts. And while we 



Thank you!

Thank you to the Carrollton GSRP Preschool
Program for inviting READ to share in the
fun of their Trunk or Treat event last
October! We provided books, candy,
bookmarks, and information about our
Raising Readers Academy Program with the
parents of adorable trick-or-treaters! 

Community events like these allow us to
share our programs, promote reading, and
interact with families. We appreciate and
are grateful for these opportunities!
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Many thanks to the members of the Saginaw
Young Professionals Network (YPN) who formally
delivered a check to the READ Association
following the conclusion of funds raised from the
YPN Halloween Charity Bash. Special thanks to
YPN Chair Zach Moulton and his organization,
RWS Financial Group, who increased the amount
received by offering a special contest for those
who attended the event.

The Saginaw YPN raised a total of $1,125 and collected 91 books – all of which will go to aid
the READ Association and its READ Book Delivery Program. The READ Association is
grateful for community partners who go the extra mile to help children with reading in
Saginaw County!

The READ Board of Directors and Staff have
been working diligently on Strategic
Planning since last fall. Through
brainstorming, identifying community
needs, allocating resources, collaborating
with community partners, and working as a
team, we have developed a plan to capitalize
on READ’s strengths and address challenges. 

As we finalize our plans, stay tuned for a big
announcement that will allow the READ
Association to create a greater impact and
defined footprint in Saginaw County to
provide further reading assistance to
children when they need it the most.

Thank you for believing in READ and for your continued support…we look forward to 
sharing our big news with you!



The READ Association had the pleasure of welcoming Saginaw
ISD Youth Ambassadors to our office to learn about our
programs and help package reading supplies for our Raising
Readers Academy families. These twenty-four students are high
school juniors in their second year of this program that was
developed and supported in partnership with Dale Carnegie,
Saginaw Chamber of Commerce, and Partnershift. Mentors from
the Saginaw Young Professionals Network also attended to
encourage and offer support during their visit.

We wish the best to these future leaders who are already making
a difference in our community. Thank you to the United Way of
Saginaw County for making this connection!

Volunteer!
Opportunities Available For Winter 2022

Winter 2022

We are excited to share that we are now offering both in-person and digital mentor
programs! A number of schools and libraries have welcomed mentors into their
buildings to work with students on much needed reading skills. Both students and
mentors have enjoyed spending time and turning pages of books together. 

The Digital Mentor Program continues to work for many children and mentors as a
convenient way to meet with students online using conversation, online books, and
other digital tools. A parent of one of the children commented, “My daughter is

really benefiting from this program and we are so thankful for the help you all have provided! She is
becoming a more fluent reader and it definitely shows she is getting the extra help she needs. With the
start of COVID, she missed crucial time at school and she has also struggled with speech problems since
kindergarten which has affected her reading. She is making improvements in all areas!”

If you are interested in either the In-person or Digital Mentor Program, please contact the READ Office to
either reconnect with a site, mentor at a new location, mentor online, or attend a one-hour training for
either type of mentoring. The commitment is either one half-hour online or one hour in-person per
week. Not only would we would happy to work with you, there are many children who need you! 

 Join Our Mentor Programs ! 

Community Helpers



For current updates and program photos, follow READ on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook: facebook.com/READinSaginaw
 

Raising Readers Academy families experienced very productive and successful sessions
last fall at Sherwood Elementary School, CAN Council of the Great Lakes Bay, and
through Zoom. Parents learned how to use reading strategies with their children, make
reading fun with everyday materials, and enjoyed parent time to discuss individual
concerns, questions, and successes. 

Parents shared the following comments regarding their time in the program:

• “I learned ways to help my kids to learn to read.” 
• “My child learned how fun reading can be!”
• “I learned tips on punctuation and the importance of fluency.”
• “Helping my child write a story will help him with reading.”
• “This program is focused on helping parents learn different ways of teaching.”
• “Love the reading program! It helps each time we come.”
• “I enjoy the group setting with other parents.”
• “I learned there is strength in numbers, and using different ways to help my child                    
    succeed."

This 12-week program is designed to support families with literacy strategies, share
books and resources, and positively change the way both children and adults view
reading. If you or someone you know is interested in attending Raising Readers
Academy, please call our office at 989-755-8402. 

SPOTLIGHT ON PROGRAMS
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Raising Readers Academy Update 

We are looking for volunteers to serve as an
extra set of hands for our family literacy
program, Raising Readers Academy. This
opportunity would include helping families with
literacy activities, serving food, and assisting
with set-up and clean-up. While it would be
helpful if you were able to volunteer weekly, we
would be happy if you came when available.
 

Winter sessions will be held at the CAN Council
on Tuesdays from 4:30pm-6:00pm and at
Francis Reh Academy on Wednesdays from
4:00pm-5:15pm. If interested and for additional
information, please email Karen at
kweis@readsaginaw.org or call the READ Office
at 989-755-8402. Thank you for your help!



National Reading Month is right around the corner!
During the month of March, please stay tuned to our
Facebook page where many reading activities will be
taking place, such as, the READ Poster Contest, sign-up
for the READ Book Delivery Program, Usborne Books
Fair and Cards for a Cause Fundraiser with Alexa’s
Book Nook, book drives, and many other fun
opportunities. We hope that you will join in on the fun
and consider supporting the readers of Saginaw County
during this month. Remember, you are always welcome
to contact us to donate books, volunteer, or support
READ in other ways.

Unfortunately, it has been decided by the READ Board
of Directors to cancel this year’s “Books for Breakfast”
annually held at the East Side Soup Kitchen due to
COVID. We hope to bring this enjoyable event back to
the community in the near future. In the meanwhile,
please follow us on Facebook and join us in the virtual
events mentioned above.

COMING IN MARCH.......................

Winter 2022

“Cards for a Cause” or Usborne books will be offered through Alexa's
website: www.alexasbooknook.com in March. The beautifully decorated
card boxes are $30 and include 30 individually wrapped greeting cards!
Save time and money by having cards on hand for every occasion!

The READ Association will earn over 40% of the profit from these cards
and we will receive free books from your book purchase as well to share
with children that participate in our reading programs. Look for
reminders on our Facebook page at the following link:
https://www.facebook.com/READinSaginaw. Thank you for your support!

Upcoming Fundraiser

 

Cooking in the kitchen together is a good way to pass on
traditions, enjoy family time, and share stories. To promote
reading and family engagement, please share either your
favorite recipe, one that is easy to make with a child, or one
that could be connected to a children’s book with the READ
Association. We would love to hear any story that goes along
with your recipe and pass them on to others. 

Please either take a picture of your recipe, type it out, or send a
link to cpape@readsaginaw.org by March 15 and we will post
it on Facebook during the month of March to encourage
families to use cooking as a way to connect. If you have 
a story or picture to share about your recipe, please 
attach that as well. Thank you for participating!
 



Thanks for Giving READ Donors September thru November 2021
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SPONSOR A CHILD
Tom Lynes
Tom & Brenda Mahar
Catherine Martinez
Noel Massie
Janet Mazany
Maria McCarville
Kitty McKenzie
Mari McKenzie
Clifford Mell
Guy & Janice Merriam
Jeffrey Miller
James & Lori Milroy
Sandra & Cliff Nauss
Molly Ninan in memory 
     of Jacob S. Ninan
Walter & Janice O’Dell
Therese-Marie Oeming in honor 
     of 21st century readers
Mary Ann Parker
Nancy Patterson
Mark & Deb Piotrowski
Sylvia Reimus
Larry & Francine Rifkin
Kathy & Jack Rogers
Randall & Jean Rupp
Jeanie Quinn
Scott & Lynne Schropp
Jean Schluckebier
Carol Schultz
Patricia A. Shaheen
Bill & Sue Smith
Jessica Snyder
Marie & Jim Stuart
Jeanette Taylor
Margaret Thomas in honor 
     of Linda Fettig
Leslie & Marion Tincknell
Margaret Versteeg
Betty & Les Webb
George & Linda Wojahn
Sue Zelinko

2021-2022 BUSINESS  PARTNERSHIP 

CHAPTER SPONSORS
Means Industries

BOOK COLLECTION SPONSORS

CHRONICLE SPONSORS

STORYTELLER SPONSORS
A.C. Coppolino Insurance Agency, Inc,
AKT Peerless
Deisler Funeral Home
Family First Credit Union
Godwin’s Furniture
Meemic Insurance - Trombley Agency
The Rite-Spot
Rock Products
Spence Brothers
Wanigas Credit Union
Wohlfeil Hardware & Tools, Inc.
 OTHER BUSINESS CONTRIBUTIONS

NOVEL SPONSORS
Alpha Delta Kappa – Alpha Sigma Chapter
Pastor Arthur & Lady Lera Harper-Aikin
Ed & Mary Andrus
Thelma Bailey
Pam & Paul Barrera
Angela & Thomas Barris
Bethel A.M.E. Church
Patricia F. Bierlein
Marianne C. Bird
Dale Borske
David & Nancy Cable
William & Joyce Cannon
Steve Canole
Judy Chernik
Kim Cherry
Joan Clement
Michael & Teresa Colucci
Charles Cooley
Kermit Diggs
Louise DeGuise
Lauren Flegenheimer Deisler
Mary Ann Dupuis
Dean & Teresa Emerson
Linda Fettig
Floyd & Jane Feusse 
Marilyn & Bob Filter
Lois Frederick
Mable Freeman
Sallie Gaiter
Gary & Sandy Glaza
Janice M. Guerriero in honor 
     of Julie Cookenmaster Barris
Jackie Hall
Jenn Hatch
Tom & Gail Hawley
Mary Jane Heitkamp
Trace & Kelly Hendrick
Ann Hetzner
Douglas & Marie Holem in honor 
     of Carolyn Cummings
Judy Jackson
Sarah & Mike Jury
Gerald Kariem
Jim & Nancy Kelly
Jim & Sue Kessler
Kiwanis Club of Saginaw N.W.
Carol Kraynak
Joe Kruska
Carol Lechel in memory 
 of Carolyn Otto
Tom & Deana Leinberger
James C. Lewis
Teresa LeRoy

Erie Custom Signs

Garber Management Group
Gardey Financial Advisors
Hemlock Semiconductor
Ranger Tool & Die

1st State Bank
Glastender, Inc.

Residential Appraisal Services

Mimi Bell in memory 
     of Marie Sajdak
Barb Doran in memory 
     of Irma Kostrzewa
Clara Fehrman 
     in memory of Dick Stroebel
Mary McGregor in celebration
     of Joel Tanner's birthday
Optimist Club of Saginaw
Randy & Patti Raymond in memory 
     of Michelle Lynn (Curry) Miller
Larry & Mary Lou Smith

GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS

Lisa Abney
Christine Clark in memory
     of Roger and Pauline Winterstein
Rob Earle
Melissa Epstein
Derrick Harge
Amanda Hecht
Andy & Cynthia Pape
Denise Reiling
Rite Aid Foundation KidCents
Allie Vincent
Marci Walker

IN MEMORY OF 
ROGER & PAULINE WINTERSTEIN
Eloise Carter
Christine Clark
Mike Flohr
Marshall & Sue Fulmer
Andy & Cynthia Pape
Sylvia Reimus
Jack & Kathy Rogers
Sue Sullivan
The Trapp Family
George & Linda Wojahn

GIVING TUESDAY



Bob Boldt
Nicol Howard
Butman-Fish Branch Library
Deisler Funeral Home 
Sue DeKett                                                                                                                                          
Alexa Kalinski – Alexa’s Book Nook
Carol Kraynak
Catherine Martinez
Carol McCleary
Saginaw Northwest Kiwanis

FOR THE LOVE OF READING...SUPPORT READ
           I/We would like to make a donation in support of the READ Association of Saginaw County.    

   Amount Enclosed:    __$25    __ $50    __ $100   __$250    __Other $ __________ 

 Donor Name(s): _________________________________________________    Phone _____________________
                                                                (Please list name(s) as you would like to be acknowledged)

Address ________________________________   City   ___________________   State ______   Zip ___________

Email  _____________________________________________

This Gift is made:   __ In Memory of        __ In Honor of       __ In Celebration of ______________________________                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Person(s) / Family / Occasion

Send Gift Acknowledgement to (if applicable):  Name(s):_______________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________ City   ___________________  State ______  Zip__________

Make general contributions payable to READ Association.
Mail all contributions to: READ Association, 
100 S. Jefferson Ave., Suite 203, Saginaw, MI  48607

You can make your donation using a credit card.  To use PayPal click the “Donate” button on www.READinSaginaw.org
(at the bottom of our home page, or the top of the Support page);  or call our office to pay by card  (989) 755-8402. 

Winter 2022

Donor Acknowledgements Continued

READ BOOK DELIVERY PROGRAM

RAISING READERS ACADEMY
Marianne C. Bird
Judy Chernik
Linda Fettig
Ed & Lori Halase
Allen Jessmore in memory 
     of Laurie Merten
Guy & Janice Merriam
Molly Ninan in memory 
    of Jacob S. Ninan
Margaret Thomas in honor 
    of Linda Fettig
Margaret Versteeg
 
BOOK DONATIONS

Pastor Arthur & Lady Lera Harper-Aikin
Thelma Bailey
Linda Fettig
Sallie Gaiter
Gary & Sandy Glaza
Catherine Martinez
Guy & Janice Merriam
Allen Jessmore in memory 
     of Laurie Merten
Allen E. and Marie A. Nickless 
     Memorial Foundation
Molly Ninan in memory 
     of Jacob S. Ninan
Marie & Jim Stuart
Margaret Thomas in honor 
     of Linda Fettig
Morley Family Foundation
Alice E. Turner Memorial Trust
Wickson-Link Memorial Foundation

Saginaw Young Professionals Network
Dave & Carol Skolnik
Ted Woleck

SPONSOR A CENTER
Frank N. Andersen Foundation
Morley Family Foundation
Allen E. and Marie A. Nickless 
     Memorial Foundation
Robert E. Stark & Martin H. Stark 
     Foundation Fund
Alice E. Turner Memorial Trust
Wickson-Link Memorial Foundation

Pastor Arthur & Lady Lera Harper-Aikin
Thelma Bailey
Angela & Thomas Barris

IN KIND
Central Property Development
Gardey Financial
Network Service Group
NetSource One

D.E.A.R. AT THE ZOO
Ascension St. Mary’s Hospital



READ Literacy Mentor Program and
Raising Readers Academy are 
funded in part by the United Way 
of  Saginaw County.

READ Association of Saginaw County
100 S. Jefferson, Suite 203

Saginaw, MI 48607

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS


